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that. It is to be hoped that few American sociologists are such philis- 
tines as to ignore the tremendous importance of Hegel in the evolution 
of human thought; but by that same token, because we do take knowl- 
edge of human thought as an evolution, we realize that, measured by 
thought qualities, it is a longer distance back from what we now regard 
as objectivity to Hegel than from Hegel to Socrates. 

This little book is hardly more than a prospectus. It consists of 
an account of the antecedents of Hegel the producer of the Phiinomeno- 
logie. Tradition may have ungenerously associated this book with the 
battle of Jena, but the social philosophy which in the germ was in the 
book makes little more appeal to American sociologists than the state- 
craft of Frederick William III does to modern democrats. Less than 
two concluding pages are devoted to "the completed Hegelian system." 
Another volume containing a digest of the system is hinted at. The 
appendix (p. 154) contains, in addition to well-known sources, only two 
titles later than 1914. The monograph is worthy of the attention of 
serious students of Hegel as a philosopher, but it cannot be recommended 
to sociologists. 

Albion W. Small 

University of Chicago 



United States Housing Corporation Report. Volume I: Organization, 
Policies, Transactions. Edited by James Ford. Washington, 
D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1920. 

Soon after hostilities in Europe were ended there was a concerted 
effort on the part of real estate and building interests to bring about a 
quick liquidation of the affairs of the United States Housing Corporation 
and to salvage whatever was still in the hands of the Corporation by way 
of real estate properties. The volume issued under Professor Ford's 
editorship shows that, whatever fear we may have had of extravagance 
and inefficiency of government enterprise in the production of war 
materials, such fear was not justified in the case of the United States 
Housing Corporation. Without previous experience, without an estab- 
lished machinery for the adminstration of home-building work, and 
without sufficient time in which to develop adequate methods for the 
handling of pressing problems of housing war-workers in regions scattered 
over widely distributed areas, the Housing Corporation has established 
a record that justly aroused concern among real estate dealers and 
builders regarding the possible competition of the government in the 
building of homes. 
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Those who are inclined to be skeptical regarding the possibilities 
for meeting the housing shortage through government appropriations 
and under government administration would do well to read this volume. 
It shows not only the reasons for organizing the Corporation and its 
general policies, but it points out ways and means of administration 
which if applied to private building enterprise would make possible 
the achievement of much better results than are at present afforded by 
the ordinary business building enterprise. 

The standards of construction, the human elements involved in the 
planning of each housing scheme, the town-planning principles applied, 
and the efforts to solve the engineering problems connected with building 
of homes seem to have been handled in a manner that is not only credit- 
able to those who were connected with the enterprise, but to the country 
as a whole. No progressive builder can afford to disregard the vast and 
valuable experience of the United States Housing Corporation, and that 
experience is clearly and convincingly stated in the first volume of the 

Corporation's report. 

Carol Aronovtct 
Belvedere, Cal. 

Proceedings of the International Conference of Women Physicians. 
New York: The Woman's Press, 1920. 6 vols. $3.00 the 
set. (Paper.) 

In the autumn of 19 19, an international conference of women physi- 
cians was held in New York City under the auspices of the Y.W.C.A. 
The volumes here noted contain in full the addresses and remarks of the 
speakers and delegates who attended. 

The conference was not limited to the consideration of medical 
topics, but covered also industry, economics, education, clothing, 
psychology, and sociology, experts in these various fields being invited 
to address the medical delegates. 

The volumes dealing with the health of women and children are 
especially significant as establishing the viewpoint of modern women 
physicians. The old notion of woman as a natural, chronic invalid 
should be replaced by ideals of health, hygiene, and energetic participa- 
tion in the work of the world. For the realization of these ideals, health 
education, dress reform, maternity insurance, control of venereal diseases, 
and the single standard of morals are believed to be the chief means. 
Birth control, as fundamental to the improvement of the condition of 
women and children, is also freely recognized. 



